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[57] ABSTRACT 


One aspect of the present invention is a method for detecting 
a class of target species containing quadrupolar nuclei in a 
specimen by nuclear quadrupole resonance, comprising: (a) 
generating a random or pseudo-random train of rf pulses; (b) 
irradiating the specimen with the train of rf pulses; (c) 
detecting an NQR signal in response to irradiating the 
specimen; (d) cross-correlating the NQR signal with the 
random or pseudo-random train of rf pulses, thereby gen- 
erating a free induction decay signal; and (e) converting the 
free induction decay signal into a frequency domain signal. 
Another aspect of the present invention is an apparatus for 
carrying out the method of the invention. 


19 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
DETECTING TARGET SPECIES HAVING 
QUADROPOLAR MUCLEI BY STOCHASTIC 
NUCLEAR QUADRUPOLE RESONANCE 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


1. Field of the Invention 


The present invention relates generally to nuclear qua- 
drupole resonance, and more particularly to stochastic 
nuclear quadrupole resonance using random or pseudo- 
random excitation. 

2. Description of the Related Art 


Nuclear quadrupole resonance (NQR) is a technique for 
analyzing species having quadrupolar nuclei (spin quantum 
number Iz 1, e.g., N, 35:37C], °°K, etc.). In a typical NOR 
technique, a sample is excited with radio frequency (rf) 
radiation, to induce a precession in nuclei by irradiating the 
nuclei with an excitation frequency corresponding to the 
resonance. frequency of the nuclei. As with better-known 
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR), the location of a reso- 
nance frequency in a sample depends on the specific chemi- 
cal environment around a resonant nucleus. 


In addition to the location of resonant frequency peaks, 
the width of resonant frequency peaks can provide informa- 
tion about the material being analyzed. Accordingly, it may 
be desirable to monitor the widths (typically the full width 
at half maximum, FWHM) of NQR peaks in various mate- 
rials. 

As shown in FIG. 1, a typical excitation pulse used in 
NQR detection of a typical 1 cm? specimen has a short 
duration (typically on the order of 0.01-0.1 ms) and a large 
amplitude (typically on the order of 200 V, „s, correspond- 
ing to 800 W at 50 Q). This type of excitation pulse results 
in a broad excitation frequency distribution. However, the 
higher amplitude of this excitation pulse will dramatically 
increase the peak power requirement of the excitation 
source, since the peak power is proportional to the square of 
the peak voltage. Reducing the power requirements of NQR 
excitation has been a continuing concern in the art. See U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,233,300, issued Aug. 3, 1993 to Buess et al., for 
"DETECTION OF EXPLOSIVE AND NARCOTICS BY 
LOW POWER LARGE SAMPLE VOLUME NUCLEAR 
QUADRUPOLE RESONANCE (NQR)”, incorporated by 
reference herein, in its entirety for all purposes. 


SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide 
NQR detection for a broad range of target species having 
quadrupolar nuclei, including many narcotics and explo- 
sives. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide NOR 
detection for targets with broad NQR signals and/or targets 
in large volume analytes, without the need for high peak 
power excitation. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide NQR 
detection for certain target species, including nitrogen- and 
chlorine-containing explosives and narcotics, especially nar- 
cotics such as cocaine hydrochloride. 

It is a fuxther object of this invention to provide NOR 
analysis based upon the location and/or the width of NOR 
peaks. 

These and additional objects of the invention are accom- 
plished by the structures and processes hereinafter 
described. 
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One aspect of the present invention is a method for 
detecting a class of target species containing quadrupolar 
nuclei in a specimen by nuclear quadrupole resonance, 
comprising: (a) generating a random or pseudo-random train 
of rf pulses; (b) irradiating the specimen with the train of rf 
pulses; (c) detecting an NQR signal in response to irradiat- 
ing the specimen; (d) cross-correlating the NQR signal with 
the random or pseudo-random train of rf pulses, thereby 
generating a free induction decay signal; and (e) converting 
the free induction decay signal into a frequency domain 
signal. Another aspect of the present invention is an appa- 
ratus for carrying out the method of the invention. 


Such a system will have a dramatically lower peak power 
requirement than systems of the prior art. For example, 
stochastic excitation pulses typically induce nutations of 1? 
to 10°, as opposed to nutations of =100° used in systems of 
the prior art. This results in reducing the peak power 
requirement by a factor of 100 to 10,000 for constant 
bandwidth, or increasing the excitation bandwidth by a 
factor of 10 to 100 at constant peak power. Since the cost of 
an amplifier increases significantly with its peak power 
output, the present invention provides a way to make an 
NQR detector for a given bandwidth much cheaper than 
those presently available. 


Moreover, it has now been discovered that several target 
species of interest have very broad NQR peaks. Most 
notably, the chlorine in cocaine hydrochloride has NQR 
resonance lines that are 20-30 KHz wide. Equivalently, 
certain analytes (such as TNT) have a number of signature 
peaks that are broadly spaced apart. Detecting these peaks 
simultaneously in large coils would be prohibitively expen- 
sive, if even possible, using the techniques of the prior art. 
As skilled practitioners will recognize, the peak power 
requirement for an amplifier increases linearly with coil 
volume. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


A more complete appreciation of the invention will be 
obtained readily by reference to the following Description of 
the Preferred Embodiments and the accompanying drawings 
in which like numerals in different figures represent the same 
structures or elements, wherein: 

FIG. 1 shows a time domain plot of a typical excitation 
pulse used in prior art NQR detection. 

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram for the NQR system of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 shows a typical circuit for generating a pseudo- 
random sequence. 

FIG. 4 shows, from Example 1, the pseudo-random exci- 
tation pulse train (upper trace), the stochastic response of 
para dichlorobenzene (PDCB) to this excitation (second 
trace), the fid of this stochastic response (third trace), and the 
frequency spectrum of PDCB (bottom trace). 

FIG. 5 shows, from Example 2, the NQR fids of PDCB 
after pulse excitation (top trace) and stochastic excitation 
(bottom trace) 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 


FIG. 2 shows a block diagram for the NQR detection 
system for a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
A radio frequency source 60, a pulse programmer and RF 
gate 50 and an RF power amplifier 40 are provided to 
generate a train of random or pseudo-random radio íre- 
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quency pulses having a predetermined frequency distribu- 
tion to be applied to irradiating and detecting means (typi- 
cally a coil) 10. A coupling network 20 conveys the train of 
radio frequency pulses from the radio frequency source 60, 
the pulse programmer and RF gate 50 and the RF power 
amplifier 40 to the coil 10. The coupling network 20 also 
conducts the signal to the receiver/RF detector 30 from the 
coil 10 while a specimen is irradiated with the train of radio 
frequency pulses. A central processing unit (CPU) 70 con- 
trols the radio frequency source 60 and the pulse program- 
mer and RF gate 50 to a predetermined frequency which 
coincides or is near to an NQR frequency of the type of 
explosive (e.g., all RDX-based explosives) or narcotic 
desired to be detected. The CPU 70 also processes the data 
and compares the NQR signal with a predetermined thresh- 
old value. When the predetermined threshold value is 
exceeded, an optional alarm 80 is activated in response to 
the comparison by the CPU 70. The receiver/RF detector 30, 
the RF power amplifier 40, the pulse programmer and RF 
gate 50, the radio frequency source 60, the CPU 70 and the 
alarm 80 may be contained in a console 100 with only the 
coil 10 and the coupling network 20 being outside of the 
console 100. 

Although in this embodiment the same means is used for 
both irradiating the sample with the excitation radiation and 
detecting the NQR signal (e.g., one coil is used for both 
functions), this is not a requirement of the invention. Sepa- 
rate irradiation and detection means (e.g., separate irradia- 
tion and detection coils) may be employed if desired. For 
simplicity, only one coil is used typically. 

The train of radio frequency pulses is preferably a pseudo- 
random train of pulses, (such as the pseudo-random train of 
radio frequency pulses shown in FIG. 4, upper trace, dis- 
cussed infra) may be generated using a shift-register pseudo- 
random sequencer, such as the one shown in FIG. 3. As 
shown in FIG. 3, a shift-register pseudo-random sequencer 
200 has several (as shown here, six) stages 210. Each stage 
210 has an input 212, a clock connection 214, and an output 
216. The stages are connected in series, with the output of 
the ith stage connected to the input of the (i+1)th stage. With 
each clock 218 pulse, the input from the previous clock 
cycle is transferred to the output, and thus transferred to the 
input of the next stage. The outputs of the nth and nth-1 
stages are input to an Exclusive Or (XOR) gate 220, and the 
output of this XOR gate 220 is input to a NOT gate 222. The 
NOT gate 222 output is input to the first stage in the 
sequencer 200. Typically, the clock 218 is connected in 
parallel to the clock connections 214. 


More typically, this circuit is a software-generated virtual 
circuit. The pulses in this pseudo-random pulse train will 
have equal amplitude and pseudo-randomly shifted phase 
(shifted between 0? and 180?). See generally Lancaster TTL 
Cookbook pp. 277-83 (Howard W. Sam & Co. 1979). See 
also Paff et al. Adv. in Magn. & Optical Reson. 17 1 (1992) 
and Blumich, Prog. NMR Spectrosc. 19 331 (1987). 


As used herein, a pseudo-random pulse train will have a 
selected pulse width t and a selected interval At between 
pulses. The pseudo-random pulse train will have a selected 
number of steps to go through before the sequence repeats. 
The maximum number of steps for an n-stage shift-register 
pseudo-random sequencer is given by 27-1. A pseudo- 
random sequencer with this number of steps is referred to 
herein as a maximal length pseudo-random sequencer. There 
are several characteristic features to this pseudo-random 
pulse train. One is that for any short («At-(2"—1)) sample, 
this pulse train will look and behave like random noise, but 
it will repeat every 2”—1 clock cycles. 
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During excitation by a stochastic (random or pseudo- 
random) rf pulse train, a sample containing a quadrupolar 
target will return a stochastic response curve (such as the one 
shown in FIG. 4, second trace, discussed infra). In the case 
of pseudo-random excitation, this stochastic response curve 
preferably may be cross-correlated to the free induction 
decay curve using a Hadamard transform. A Hadamard 


e 

transform converts a stochastic response vector X into a free 
=> > 

induction decay curve Y, according to the equation: Y=H 


X where H is a Hadamard matrix. A Hadamard matrix is a 
unique square nxn matrix for a given pseudo-random 
sequence of n steps, where the first row is the sequence, the 
second row is the sequence shifted by 1, the third row is the 
sequence shifted by 2, and the nth row is the sequence 
shifted by n-1. 

Alternatively, or in the case where true random excitation 
is used, true cross-correlation may be used to generate the 
free induction decay curve. In true cross-correlation, the 
signal output y(t) is correlated to the input sequence x(t) via 
the memory function k(t) such that 


y= f k(z)x(t — dr. 
0 


The free induction decay curve is atime domain curve. By 
performing a Fourier transform on this curve, a frequency 
domain NQR spectrum of the target species may be 
obtained. 


Having described the invention, the following examples 
are given to illustrate specific applications of the invention, 
including the best mode now known to perform the inven- 
tion. These specific examples are not intended to limit the 
scope of the invention described in this application. 


EXAMPLE 1 


Pseudo-random stochastic NQR analysis was performed 
on a 74 g sample of para dichlorobenzene (PDCB). The 33C1 
resonance is at 34.27 MHz at room temperature. The rf coil 
used was a four-turn ribbon wire solenoid with an internal 
copper sheath, to provide a coil volume of about 225 cm’. 
The coil was overcoupled to reduce the quality factor, Q, to 
40. 

Results are shown in FIG. 4. The upper trace shows the 
pseudo-random excitation pulse train, the second trace 
shows the stochastic response of PDCB to this excitation, 
the third trace shows the fid of this stochastic response, and 
the bottom trace shows the frequency spectrum of PDCB. 


A 127-step maximal length pseudo-random binary 
sequence was used to modulate the rf phase by 0° or 180°. 
The rf pulses were 5 us long, and the time between pulses 
was 40 us, providing a Nyquist frequency of 12.5 kHz (25 
kHz bandwidth). The tip angle of the rf pulses was approxi- 
mately 5°. The peak rf power was about 170 W. For a coil 
of this volume, the conventional single-pulse NQR approach 
would require a peak power of 55 kW (!) fora 5 us 90? pulse. 
The 127-step sequence was repeated every 5 ms. Here, 128 
sequences were co-added to improve the S/N ratio. 

The NQR signal at 34 MHz was demodulated (conven- 
tionally) and a 100 kHz low pass filter was applied. The 
response of the spin system is shown as the stochastic 
response. When cross-correlated against the stochastic exci- 
tation, the conventional free induction decay (fid) is 
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obtained. In this case, however, a Hadamard transform was 
used in place of the conventional cross-correlation. 


The fid was then conventionally Fourier transformed to 
produce the spectrum of the NQR signal. Note that the 
baseline in FIG. 4 is reasonably flat, an advantage charac- 
teristic of the stochastic approach. This particular spectrum 
is rather broad, with intensity in the wings due to stray 
magnetic field of about 5 gauss across the sample. 


EXAMPLE 2 


This example compares the NQR fid of the 34.27 MHz 
35C] resonance of a 74 g sample of PDCB obtained by 
conventional one-pulse and stochastic methods. The top 
trace in FIG. 5 is the conventional response to a one-pulse 
excitation. The bottom trace in FIG. 5 was the result of 
stochastic excitation and was obtained by cross-correlating 
the stochastic NQR response with the stochastic pseudo- 
random excitation sequence, as described in Example 1. 
Note that the S/N ratios are comparable: the stochastic 
approach is shown to be as efficient as the conventional 
one-pulse method. 

The experimental parameters in the two sequences were 
shown to facilitate comparison for an equivalent sampling 
time, with the parameters separately optimized on both the 
one-pulse and stochastic sequence to provide optimal signal- 
to-noise ratios. For the one-pulse sequence, an equivalent 
recycle delay of 25 ms was chosen to approximate the NOR 
T, value (22 ms) in order to maintain the maximum signal- 
to-noise ratio per unit time for the 90? excitation. The 
one-pulse sequence was repeated 20 times for a total sam- 
pling time of 0.5 s. A 5 ms duration, 127-step pseudo- 
random pulse train was used for the stochastic experiment, 
with a 5? rf pulse. The sequence was repeated 100 times, for 
a total sampling time of 0.5 s. In both cases, a 100 kHz low 
pass filter was applied to the demodulated NQR signals. 


Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 
present invention are possible in light of the above teach- 
ings. It is therefore to be understood that, within the scope 
of the appended claims, the invention may be practiced 
otherwise than as specifically described. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A device for detecting a class of target species con- 
taining quadrupolar nuclei in a specimen by nuclear qua- 
drupole resonance, comprising: 

(a) pulse generating means for generating a random or 

pseudo-random train of rf pulses; 

(b) irradiatirig means for irradiating said specimen with 
said train of rf pulses; 

(c) detecting means for detecting an NQR signal in 
response to irradiating said specimen; 

(d) coupling means for transmitting said train of rf pulses 
to said irradiating means; 

(e) coupling means for receiving said NQR signal from 
said detecting means; 

(f) cross-correlating means for cross-correlating said 
received NQR signal with said random or pseudo- 
random train of rf pulses, thereby generating a free 
induction decay signal; and 

(g) transform means for converting said free induction 
decay signal into a frequency domain signal. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein said irradiating means 

and said detecting means comprise a coil. 
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3. The device of claim 1, wherein said irradiating means 
comprises a first coil and said detecting means comprises a 
second coil. 

4. The device of claim 1, wherein said pulse generating 
means are pulse generating means for generating a pseudo- 
random train of rf pulses. 

5. The device of claim 4, wherein said target species are 
selected from the group consisting of narcotics and explo- 
Sives. 

6. The device of claim 5, wherein said target species are 
selected from the group consisting of cocaine hydrochloride 
and trinitrotoluene. 

7. The device of claim 4, wherein said cross-correlating 
means comprise means for computing a Hadamard trans- 
form. 

8. The device of claim 4, further comprising means for 
computing the width of a selected peak in said frequency 
domain signal. 

9. The device of claim 4, wherein said pseudo-random 
train of rf pulses has a preselected frequency distribution. 

10. The device of claim 9, wherein said preselected 
frequency distribution includes an NQR peak of said target 
species. 

11. The device of claim 9, wherein said preselected 
frequency distribution includes the full width at half maxi- 
mum of an NQR peak of said target species. 

12. A method for detecting a class of target species 
containing quadrupolar nuclei in a specimen by nuclear 
quadrupole resonance, comprising: 


(a) generating a random or pseudo-random train of rf 
pulses; 

(b) irradiating said specimen with said train of rf pulses; 

(c) detecting an NQR signal in response to irradiating said 
specimen; 

(d) cross-correlating said NQR signal with said random or 
pseudo-random train of rf pulses, thereby generating a 
free induction decay signal; and 

(e) converting said free induction decay signal into a 
frequency domain signal. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said step of gener- 
ating a random or pseudo-random train of rf pulses com- 
prises generating a pseudo-random train of rf pulses. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said target species 
are selected from the group consisting of narcotics and 
explosives. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said target species 
are selected from the group consisting of cocaine hydro- 
chloride and trinitrotoluene. 

16. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of cross- 
correlating comprises computing a Hadamard transform. 

17. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of gener- 
ating a pseudo-random train of rf pulses comprised gener- 
ating a pseudo-random train of rf pulses having a preselected 
frequency distribution. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein said preselected 
frequency distribution includes an NQR peak of said target 
species. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein said preselected 
frequency distribution includes an NQR peak of said target 
species. 
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